The forearm flap.
We present our experimental and clinical experiences with the free neurovascular forearm flap. The flap is based on the radial artery, one of the great veins of the forearm (cephalic, basilic, or interconnecting vein), and one or two cutaneous forearm nerves (ulnar, median, or lateral). Because of the standard anatomy, the large caliber of blood vessels, the good sensory supply, the quality and quantity of the forearm skin, and the thin layer of subcutaneous fat, the free forearm flap is a technically easy and safe flap for reconstruction of soft-tissue defects, especially those in the head and neck and those areas of the extremities where sensitive skin is desired.